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President’s Greeting 
 

Hello Heartland District, 

 

The fall season reminds me of many things; crisp apples, frost on my windshield, warm toasty fires in the evening and 

of course Thanksgiving.  It is a time of preparation for the winter to come but also the start of the Holy/Holidays and 

the celebration of the birth of our savior.  As we wind down towards the end of the year there is still much to do for 

many of us and our units.  There are books to finish, programs to complete, World Thank Offerings and pledges to 

collect and... reports! 

 

I would like to thank those of you who attended the Fall district meeting at Blue Springs.  The Unit and Sandy 

McConnell were welcoming and the Program was AWESOME!  Economic justice is such a broad topic and I think 

our panelist covered a wide range of response to how we might make an impact.  The ingathering focused on items 

that are not allowed to be purchased with food stamps and the offering will be contributed to Susanna Wesley.  Your 

evaluations will be shared later in the newsletter, but I think Jana hit the target.   

 

Finally, I think Heartland is in EXCELLENT hands as Jana Miller, Holly Urie and the new Mission Team take up the 

reins and steer us into 2019 and beyond.  Thank you for your support in our Central and South district merger!  Please 

note as I move on... that I have also moved, and my Gladstone address is noted in my request for Mai Gray reports 

later in the newsletter. 

 

Norma McKelvy, President 
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Heartland District Officers for 2019 

 

President    Jana Miller   Warrensburg 

Vice-President   Holly Urie   Adrian 

Secretary    Wanda Steele   Keystone 

Treasurer    Georgia Phillips  One Spirit 

Spiritual Growth    Carol Constant  Kansas City 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Nancy Cochran  Christ 

 Education & Interpretation  Dana Pearis   Crossroads 

Social Action    Linda Jones   Centennial 

Secretary of Program Resources Callie Ballenger  Blue Springs 

Chair Nominations   Barbara Washington  St. James 

Communications   Sue Elissawy   Lee’s Summit United 

Ribbon Coordinator   Annette Young  St. John 

Co-Historian    Raimonda Martin  Cenntenial  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Summary – Fall District Meeting Evaluation Results 

Thank you to the 56 attendees who turned in their evaluation! 

 

 

Facility      

Business Meeting 

Program Topic – Economic Justice 

Panelist Richards 

Panelist Habeebullah 

Panelist Hunter 

Panelist McKean 

Ingathering 

Lunch 

Length of Meeting 

 

 

 

Vice President’s View 
 
As I ponder what to write for the last time, I want to put my pjs on because it is dark so soon and cold 
outside.  I would start a fire in the fireplace, but I would have to go outside…not happening. 
 
Closing out the year is always one of self-reflection.  Did I/we do enough?  Did I/we meet all the criteria?  
Are all the forms in?  Really it is a list of things to be done.  But, oh my, it is so worth it for UMW.  We 
accomplish much together as a unit, district, and conference.  I am so thankful to be a part of this wonderful 
organization that does so much for women, youth, and children.  Please keep sharing what you do with each 
other.  That is why it is so important to sit with new people at our district meetings and share ideas.  To me, 
it is very inspiring to meet the women of our district. 
 
Just remember as the vice president of your unit, you are to promote the program book and do at least two 
programs from it to use on your Mission Today form. 
 
I hope each unit has gotten their new program book, “A Sisterhood of Grace.” How exciting to start 2019 
with our sisterhood which knows no borders! 
 
I want to wish each one of you a warm Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays as we close out the year.  I will 
see you March 30, 2019, at our Spring District Meeting in Harrisonville, MO. 
 
In His Spirit,  
 
Jana Miller 
Vice-President 

 

 

Excellent 

Good to Excellent 

Excellent!!! 

Top Rating 

Great Rating 

Top Rating 

Great Rating 

Good to Excellent 

Excellent 

Good – still long but can’t 

think of anything we could 

do differently. 



 

Secretary’s Station 

 

 

Thank you for submitting your 2019 officer listings!  Even though the official deadline was 

October 31, you may continue to send your information to me and the Communications 

Coordinator, Sue Elissawy for inclusion in our 2019 directory.  Presidents received those 

forms at the 2018 Spring District Meeting and an electronic copy is included in this issue of 

the Voice of the Heartland. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Wanda Steele, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Tally 
 
It was so good to see so many of you at the district meeting. I thought that it would be nice 

to let me know what was collected at the meeting.  This does not include the diapers and 

wipes that were bought. At the meeting, I received $315 in checks for REAP and $85 for 

Mother's Refuge, both have been forwarded on.  We collected $595 for Susanna Wesley 

Family Learning Center in East Prairie, MO. 

 

Please remember that all remittances need to be to me by December 15th.  If you are sending 

them in later, please keep me informed.  Also, if you have not turned in your pledge amount, 

please sent it to me. 

 

Blessings, 

Georgia Phillips Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spiritual Growth 

 

 
Wasn’t the Fall District Meeting great? The panel on “Economic Justice” was very 

informative. If you have not been able to attend one of the district meetings, please plan to 

do so in the spring. You receive good information, plus you get to meet many fantastic 

ladies. This fall meeting was my last as your Spiritual Growth Coordinator. What a 

wonderful four years it has been. I so appreciate each one of you. I would like to remind you 

that on April 5-6, 2019, there will be a Spiritual Growth Retreat to be held at the Community 

UMC in Columbia, MO. This will be in place of a Legislative Event for the year. I hope 

many of you will be able to attend. 

 

Again, I have enjoyed being the Heartland District Spiritual Growth Coordinator. I would 

like to end with my most favorite Bible verses, Romans 8:38-39: 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Amen!!! 

 

THANKS: 

Jean Pinkston 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

 

 
Mai Gray Form Link and Submission 

 

https://www.moumethodist.org/files/umwomen/mission+u+registration+forms/2018+umw+forms/repor

t+forms/2018+mai+gray+charter+one+column.pdf 

 

Submit to the District President – you may send by email to Norma McKelvey or if mailing, 

please send to her new street address. 

 

 

Other forms are located on the Conference Website 

 

https://www.moumethodist.org/unitedmethodistwomen 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Social Action 

 

 

The election results are in. Hope each one of us made it to the polls to cast our important 

vote on so many issues for Missourians. Two issues briefly mentioned during Social Action 

report at District Meeting on  

Oct 13 did pass. Amendment 2 for medical marijuana passed to help those with multiple 

medical conditions such as seizures, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, Parkinson's etc. Many 

will be helped in functioning day to day, as well as treating chronic pain or anxiety 

symptoms. The passing of the minimum wage increase of 85 cents per year until $12 per 

hour in 2023 also came through. This is one step in the right direction for economic equality. 

Let us keep our state and country in our prayers as we all watch and wait in the process and 

steps to make these results a reality. 

 

What a pleasure to have served as Social Action for the District! Involvement in the last two 

conference legislative training events was memorable. The highlight, however, was 

the support I received in allowing the mission trip to the Ludhiana Christian Medical College 

in Dec 2014, with Rev Max Marble. The trip was life changing and the opportunities to 

share the experiences with so many of you will always be treasured. Your gifts of over 

$13,000 truly have amazed me, and I'm so thankful that God allowed me to help others in 

this way. Seeing God's work half way around the world is ever so inspiring. 

 

I know you will all welcome Linda as your new District Social Action mission team 

member. I look forward to meeting her. Keep up your supports for women and children 

through missions! Just as Norma shared, if you need a UMW Sunday speaker or a unit 

meeting speaker, please reach out. Would love to visit! 

 
 
Kara Myers         

Social Action Coordinator  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Education and Interpretation 

 
NOW IS THE TIME to start filling out your Mission Today Criteria forms for 2018! 

 

Mission Today gives such inspiration in planning for your 2019 UMW local unit activities also. 

 

The completed 2018 forms are so important to the Heartland District team to monitor all that the local units 

are doing.  Even if you unit is not striving to attain a special goal, please know that just returning the form 

with only the minimum completed activities is so important for the District’s report to the Missouri 

Conference. 

 

If you do not have a copy of the Mission Today Criteria form, it can be downloaded or printed from the 

website, www.moumethodist.org.  Once you reach the home page, look for Connectional Ministries, click 

on that, then look on the right side for a list of ministries.  Click on United Methodist Women and you will 

be there!  Scroll down to forms available for printing and you will be able to choose either the long or short 

form of the Mission Today for 2018.  The short form still has all the 35 question, but without the additional 

explanations of the categories or designation of officer responsibility. 

 

If you have any problems, just let me know and I can always mail you a copy of the form to be completed. 

 

The Missouri Conference and its District organizations are asked by UMW National Office to encourage 

every Unit to become a “Mission Today” Unit.  Our Conference has chosen the 35 items as a criterion for a 

Mission Today Unit award and may be recognized at one of these five levels: 

  FAITH  10 items including 4 marked with an asterisk (*) 

  HOPE  15 items including 4 marked with * 

  LOVE  20 items including 5 marked with * 

  JOY  units who made and paid their Pledge (criteria #4) 

  PEACE units who turned in their report 

 

The deadline for submission is January 1, 2019.  Please send to me:  Dana Pearis 

             

 

I look forward to hearing from each one of our Units!!!!! 

 

Dana Pearis 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moumethodist.org/


 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
 
Congratulations to our District Woman in Mission for 2018, Jana Miller of Warrensburg!  She led 

unit meetings, organized an afternoon tea for all the ladies of the church family with our National 

UMW officer, Yvette Richards, as speaker, began holding board meetings after church to save gas 

and time.  On UMW Sunday, the unit used short videos to encourage membership and knowledge 

of UMW.  Jana urged the use of the prayer calendar, Response magazine, and UMW books be used 

at circle meetings.  All “Action Alerts” were given to the circles to be shared with members.  She 

also suggested the use of the Program Book for at least two meetings.  Their State Senator, 

Representatives, and members of the local charities focused on women and children are invited to 

speak at unit meetings annually. 

 

Jana, was in good company this year with ten additional nominations for Women in Mission; Kit 

Maynor of Pleasant Hill, the Clinton Unit, Lois J. Windsor of Higginsville, Joyce Eatherton of St. 

Luke’s, Susan Wopata of First Independence, Marcia Napier of First Grain Valley, Dorothy 

Tapscott of Mount Washington, Dottie Hughes of Grace Oak Grove, Jane Campbell of Christ 

Independence, and Susanne Jenner of Keystone in Kansas City. 

 

Thank you all for helping others to know God and experience freedom, develop creative, supportive 

fellowship, and for expanding concepts of mission! 

 

Nancy Cochran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman In Mission, 
2018, Jana Miller of 
Warrensburg 

 
J 
 
J 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Heartland District 
Newsletter Editor  
4407 SW Georgetown Cir 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64082 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor’s note – our next newsletter article submission 
deadline is Nov 1, 2018. Please submit your articles 
and address changes/additions to  
madison902@att.net 


