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Marilyn’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2019 is off to a great start!  The United Methodist Women’s national office has asked us for help 
with a reception for ladies attending the General Conference in St. Louis this February.  Thanks to 
Mabel Unser and Katie Willis for coordinating this for our Conference.  
 
We have six ladies going to National Training in in Tempe, AZ in February.  Since this will be the 
last training National Office will host I'm excited our Conference will attend . Of course, training 
will also be available online, which I hope we will all be able to attend as well.  This is a good way 
to have more money to use in mission.   
 
I've been getting reports from Spiritual Growth Coordinator Brenda Smith-Keene and her 
committee on the next Spiritual Growth Retreat – the planned activities sound great and I hope to 
see all of you there. Details about the fun we’ll have and the registration form with hotel 
information are inside. 
 
Our Social Action committee is already planning our Legislative Event for 2020 – stay tuned.  To 
date, I have received Mai Gray reports from two of our districts.  I look forward to getting them 
from you all! Those who receive this newsletter by email, you’ll have the complete forms for Mai 
Gray reports and Mission Today criteria attached. If you need a paper copy of the form, contact 
your District President.   
 
Don't forget: this year United Methodist Women turns 150 years old!  All Units and Districts: 
please celebrate this with special activities, and keep me informed; if possible, I’ll attend! 
Have a great winter and I hope to see you all this spring! 
 

 
 
Friend in Christ,  
Marilyn Henegar 
Conference President  
rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net 
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Winter has settled in, so what better time to grab a cup of hot cocoa, tea or coffee and enjoy a good book! Our UMW website 
has some great inspiration for the Reading Program. 
 

The Reading Program Leads to Action! 
For 150 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that includes prayer, study and action. The Reading 
Program is a study opportunity, but it should also lead to action. The purpose of the program is to encourage United Method-
ist Women members to 

 Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission. 

 Increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs, interests and concerns. 

 Encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today. 

 Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life. 

 Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge. 

 Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission. 

 

Check out the Reading Program here:  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 

 

Donna Ford, Program Resources (contact me if you have questions about the below announcement) 

dfordumw@gmail.com 

 

Announcement from United Methodist Women Mission Resources: 

We are taking steps to streamline resourcing for events and for distributing books on the Reading Program lists.  

 Beginning in January 2019, you will no longer be able to order books on the Reading Program lists from United Method-

ist Women Mission Resources. 

 You will be able to purchase books from Cokesbury, Amazon and other major retailers, often at  a lower cost than offered 

by Mission Resources. 

 If you purchase from Amazon, the books are shipped free to Prime members. If you purchase through the Amazon Smile 

program, a donation is made with each order to United Methodist Women. To learn more about Amazon Smile, 

visit smile.amazon.com. Choose the United Methodist Women in New York, NY to support the national office.  

 Beginning in January 2019, you will no longer be able to order United Methodist Women resources on consignment for 

your event and return what was not sold. 

 You will be able to order a free sample box that contains several United Methodist Women resources to display and keep 

at no charge to you. You may take orders from members onsite or let them know how to place their own orders.  

 You will be able to purchase quantities of United Methodist Women mission resources for your event that you may sell. 

These will not be returnable.  

 What about Mission u? Deans will let attendees know they should purchase books before traveling to Mission u. 

Conferences can purchase books to sell onsite. Books not sold during the event may not be returned but can be sold at 

future events. 

     

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
mailto:dfordumw@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

Missouri Conference UMW ended 2018 on a strong note: 
we forwarded $291,616.56 to the national office as 
$227,110.22 for Pledge and $64,506.24 for SMR pins, 
Gift in Memory, Gift to Mission, World Thank Offering, 
Call to Prayer, and other special areas.  While we fell a bit 
short of our 2018 goal of $294,500.00 (Pledge of 
$238,250.00 and Other Designated Giving of 
$56.250.00), it is more important to focus on the great  

          number of lives that our giving will help. 
 
In 2019, one minute of mission work equals $22.77, which is the value of Mission Minute 
Certificate or Candle Burning.        

       Liz Rooks, Conference Treasurer 
       rookselizabeth@gmail.com 

        
 

2019 Mission Team 
 
President: Marilyn Henegar  / rmhenegar@sbcglobal.net  
 
Vice President: Vicki Rhew / vickirhew@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary: Chris Hopkins / kcka_65785@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer: Liz Rooks / rookselizabeth@gmail.com  
 
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Smith-Keene / bask1@swbell.net  
 
Social Action: Faye Abram / abramfy@slu.edu  
 
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Elizabeth (Pooh) Mack / emmack81@yahoo.com  
 
Education & Interpretation: Aline Taylor / taylor443@yahoo.com  
 
Program Resources: Donna Ford / dfordumw@gmail.com  
 
Ribbon Coordinator: Linda Page / lindapage774@gmail.com  
 
Technical Advisor: Rosie Farmer / rosie.farmer@hotmail.com 
 
Communications Coordinator: Kelly G. Loeb / kellygloeb@gmail.com  
 
Dean of Mission u: Kathy Rolen / kathy.rolen@charter.net  
 
Nominations Committee Chair: Mabel Unser / mabel.unser@gmail.com  
 
Green Team Task Force Coordinator: Felicia Bamer / felicia.bamer@gmail.com  
 
Language Coordinator: Elsie Quintanilla-Perez / elisq2002@yahoo.es  

mailto:rookselizabeth@gmail.com
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 Spiritual Growth 

Have you ever prayed a song, letting the text and the music 
work through your soul? One of my favorites for that pur-
pose is the hymn that has been mentioned as Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s favorite, “Precious Lord.” I find it hard some-
times to surrender to the spiritual life, let things go, trust 
God with just words. Singing a prayer really helps.  

Take a look at that first line, “Precious Lord, take my hand. Lead me on, let me stand. 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn…” The music helps me do just that, admitting that I 
can’t do it all on my own. 

Thomas A. Dorsey, one of the early founders of gospel music, wrote the song in 1932 
after the death of his wife and child in childbirth. Talk about devastation!! What could 
be worse? Years ago Dorsey told about his inspiration for writing it in the documen-
tary Say Amen, Somebody, 1982, a film about the gospel music scene. At those times 
when I have felt very much alone, on the outs with myself, it has been a comfort to 
sing this tune. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. suffered terribly—more than I can begin to im-
agine—in his all too brief life. And yet he never gave up. I suspect that this song was 
one of his tools and it is and was his faith that gave hope to so many and inspired so 
many others to stay on the battlefield for freedom and justice, trusting God to lead us 
in the right path.      

Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.  

Take my hand, Precious Lord. Lead me home. 

Let it be true. 

Looking for even more good spiritual growth? Attend our upcoming Spiritual Growth 
Retreat — the registration form with hotel information is on the next page! 

Brenda Smith-Keene 

Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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Contactt Joann by email at mjpeck_umw@aol.com 
for her mailing address  

For registration questions, contact Joann Peck at mjpeck_umw@aol.com 
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Mission u Pillowcase Project Lives On 
 
It only takes a spark to get a fire going… This has got to be my theme song for the summer 2018 Mis-
sion u!   It was through the Holy Spir it that I was connected with a 10-year-old spirited young lady 
named Lindy and a new adult member who was in financial strains due to a disabling car accident.  
Lindy’s mother was desperate to find a meaningful camp for her daughter while she was in pastoral pre-
school and Lindy’s father was out fighting fires.  But they not only had limited resources for camp ex-
penses but would need a sponsor for her to attend by herself.  I encouraged both Lindy and the adult to 
submit requests for scholarship at district and local level and both were awarded scholarships to attend 
Mission u, Lindy at local level and the adult at district!  Now all I had to do was figure out this sponsor-
ship thing! 
 
Now mind you, it’s been a few years since I had a 10-year-old under my wings at camp and I didn’t 
know this child very well, but, again, through a leap of faith, I agreed. I knew it would, if nothing else, 
help her mother out.  Well, it turned out to not only be ok, but extremely rewarding, deepening my ex-
perience at Mission u.   
 
Lindy is fast!  Fast at walking, talking, eating, reading…you get the picture!  And my roommate and I, 
well, we are slow…but Lindy connected up immediately with friends and adults and we truly became 
like family for those days.  It not only takes a spark but it takes a village when that spark runs like fire!   
 

It was the second day after lunch that Lindy and I went into the project area to check out Ryan’s Cases for Smiles pillowcase mission.  

Everything was laid out so beautifully and Lindy immediately took to the project.  I was a bit nervous because she had never sewn be-

fore and I didn’t know if she would have the patience for it, but she was a wonderful student, took her time and made a beautiful pillow-

case for an unknown child fighting cancer.  I could tell that this was a real spark for Lindy in mission service.  

In fall 2018, Lindy moved into middle school, fought her nerves, ran for class president and won! She also started a sewing club at her 

school, secured a sponsor and access to a home economics class room with sewing machines and recruited members. From an article in 

the Phelps County Focus newspaper: 

Rolla Middle School looked like a huge slumber party on December 5 because students were wearing their pajamas for a good cause. 

Fourth grader Lindy Cornelius and the members of the Rolla Middle School sewing club held a fundraiser for Ryan’s Cases for Smiles. 

For a donation of $1, students and staff members at RMS were allowed to wear their pajamas to school. Lindy Cornelius, daughter of 

Jim and Amy Cornelius, brought the idea to Mr. Bartle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lindy’s fundraiser brought in more than $370.00! 

Can you see the pure joy and pride in these students? It only takes a spark.  Praise God and thank you  to the Mission u team that helped 

make this forever impact in the life of a child! Attend the 2019 Mission u July 26-28. Registration details and forms will be in the 

next Mission Voice! 

Fran McDaniel, Rolla First UMW Unit 
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2019 Calendar of Events  

 

February 1-3 Leadership Development Days — Tempe, AZ 

February 23-26 UMC Special General Conference — St. Louis, MO 

March 15-16 Committee and Mission Team Meetings — Columbia, MO  

April 5-6, Spiritual Growth Retreat — Community UMC — Columbia, MO 

June 7-9 UMC Annual Meeting 

July 26-28 Mission u — Central Methodist University —  Fayette, MO 

August 9-10 Mission Team Meeting — Columbia, MO 

September 27-28 UMW Annual Meeting & Officers’ Training — Columbia, MO 

 
 
Be on the lookout: I will be contacting you via email about upcoming meetings -- Program and Nomination 
Committee will meet the evening of Friday, March 15; Finance and Mission Team meet on Saturday, March 
16. Please mark your calendars for these important meetings and other upcoming conference events.   If I can be 
of any assistance, please send me email at  vickirhew@yahoo.com  
 

Vicki Rhew, Conference Vice President  

Vice President—Vicki Rhew 


