
A LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION1 focusing on Mercy and Justice 

Bold-faced text to be read in unison. 

 

God of mercy and justice, be with us. 

We lift our hearts to you, 

not because we have to,  

not because we are supposed to, 

but because it’s how we respond to your unconditional love, 

because it feels good to know we are loved. 

 

As long as there have been people to tell them, 

our ancestors in faith have shared stories of your mercy. 

Of how you gave food to the poor, clothes to the naked, and shelter to the lost. 

 

And as long as there have been people to tell them, 

our ancestors in faith have shared stories of your mercy. 

Of how you gave freedom to the enslaved,  

opportunity to the outcast, and peace to the war-torn. 

 

You acted with both mercy and justice, 

rescuing the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, 

providing them with manna when they were hungry. 

 

And your people acted with both mercy and justice, 

Like the prophets who cried out to care for widow, orphan, and foreigner, 

And those who provided food, shelter, and community. 

 

You have shared your mercy and justice with us, 

not only as gifts to be received from you, 

but as gifts that we are to share with the world. 

We see this gift most clearly in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus showed us what a life of mercy and justice looked like: 

In mercy, he gave food to the hungry. 

In justice, he broke social custom and shared tables with the powerful and the lowly at once. 

In mercy, he cared for the sick. 

In justice, he broke religious custom and healed on the Sabbath. 

In mercy, he had compassion for the poor. 

In justice, he spoke out against the Empire that held them in poverty. 

In mercy, he washed his disciples’ feet. 

In justice, he died without protest to expose a corrupt system. 

 
  

                                                           
1 Written by the Rev. Chelsey Hillyer, Sr. Pastor of Union United Methodist Church, St. Louis. 



On the night he was handed over to the unjust system that killed him, 

he protested by sharing a meal with his friends. 

There, he took bread, gave thanks for God’s mercy in providing it, 

shared God’s mercy by giving it to his friends, 

then called them to remember the injustice of his broken body every time they ate bread. 

 

After they ate, he took the cup, gave thanks for God’s mercy in providing it,  

shared God’s mercy by giving it to his friends, 

then called them to remember the injustice of his spilled blood every time they drank wine. 

 

But that wasn’t all. 

God’s mercy and justice burst forth when Jesus died, 

and his resurrection gave hope to all those  

who hunger for mercy and thirst for justice. 

God will always equip those who seek to share mercy and justice. 

Even death cannot stop God’s incredible grace. 

 

So, we ask God’s Holy Spirit to be poured out on this meal, 

on these gifts of mercy: bread and juice, 

that we may remember Jesus’ ministry of mercy and justice, 

that these gifts of mercy may become for us 

the body and blood of Christ, 

so that we may show mercy and do justice, 

not just for ourselves, 

but for the transformation of the world. 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

SUGGESTED COMMUNION HYMN: “How Shall I Come Before the Lord” 

       (Worship & Song 3124) 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

God, through this meal,  

we pray that your grace would empower us to do justice,  

to offer mercy, and to do so with humility.  

You have given us your Son as an example, 

and your Holy Spirit as Advocate.  

Give us the courage to do your work in the world. Amen. 


